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WORK DONE BY THE AMERICAN NURSES IN PARIS IN 1914 

By Caroline E. Robinson 
Annapolis, Maryland 

As superintendent of the American Hospital of Paris when the war 
commenced, I would like to speak of the work done for the Ambulance 
by the American nurses who were in Paris at that time. Many articles 
have been written of the work done by the doctors and the men and women 
of the American Colony, but that done by the nurses has been overlooked. 
It is a recognized fact all over America that no matter how capable a Board 
of Governors may be, or how skillful a medical board, a hospital must have 
a well trained staff of nurses to be complete. Following is a list of the 
nurses of our staff and of the American registry who formed the nursing 
staff of the Ambulance and made it possible for that institution to be opened 
with American graduates in charge. Hospital staff: Miss Rude, my as- 
sistant; Miss Doane, head nurse of operating room; Miss de la Cour, New 
York Hospital, New York; Miss Fogarty, Miss Johnston, St. Mark's Hos- 
pital, New York; Miss Powers, St. Joseph's Hospital, Philadelphia; Mrs. 
Leach and Miss Beel, London Hospital; and six pupil nurses: the Misses 
Hjelm, Wodhams, Pulford, May and Isabelle de Cairos, and Haase. 

We immediately commenced making dressings, as our board wished 
to organize a section for the wounded. 

A registry for American nurses had been established at 15 rue 
Petriarque, more than a year before the war, making it convenient for 
Americans coming to Europe to secure nurses trained in our large hos- 
pitals. When war was declared, I telephoned to Miss Buckley, who was in 
charge of the registry, and asked her how many nurses would volunteer 
their services, if we started an Ambulance. The following nurses volun- 
teered : Miss Buckley, St. Luke's Hospital, Utica, N. Y. ; Miss Devereaux, 
Miss Mewhort, New York Hospital, New York; Miss Willingale, Miss 
Wood, Miss Tobias, Miss Metcalf, Miss Skidmore, Miss Lindsay, St. 
Luke's Hospital, New York; Miss Miller, Miss Taylor, Presbyterian Hos- 
pital, New York; Miss Haack, Roosevelt Hospital, New York; Miss 
Lawler, Post Graduate Hospital, New York; Miss Page, Kings County 
Hospital, Brooklyn ; Miss Kinzle, Baltimore Hospital ; Miss Drew, Chicago 
Hospital ; Miss McHenry, Women's Hospital, San Francisco. Miss OToole 
and Miss Sliny, Boston City Hospital, nursed there during the war. Miss 
Biglow, Presbyterian Hospital, New York, came to the Ambulance as soon 
as it was possible to leave Belgium, as some of our nurses had gone there 
immediately after war was declared and remained as long as possible. 
Miss Hews and Miss Daly were not members of the registry, but volunteered 
their services and nursed there for some time. A number of nurses from 
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the English Registry, directed by Miss Kirkham, also volunteered and did 
excellent work, Miss Hall, Miss Wright, Miss Curfey, and many others. 

Each morning, for five weeks, I gave classes in practical work to 
some of the ladies of the American Colony, and in the afternoon taught 
them how to make dressings, assisted by Miss Rude, Miss Doane, of our 
hospital, and Miss Wood of St. Luke's Hospital, who also assisted Miss 
Doane with the extra work in the operating room. 

The Lysee Pasteur, a large building near the hospital, was given to 
us as an Ambulance, but as it was not finished it was several weeks before 
we could take possession, so the furniture and other things for the Am- 
bulance were stored in some of the rooms in our little hospital, 44 rue 
Chauveau, and the work was done there. As soon as it was possible to 
commence work at the Ambulance, the nurses came during the day and 
worked there, preparing the wards for patients, having their meals at our 
hospital and going home at night. 

The Ambulance opened with Miss Devereaux, superintendent of nurses, 
Miss Lawler, night superintendent, Miss Doane and Miss Wood, operating 
room nurses, the remaining nurses were in charge of the wards, and Miss 
Salt was in charge of the diet kitchen. Miss Devereaux remained in charge 
for six months, and was succeeded by Miss Willingale, who remained for 
nearly a year. 

Only doctors and nurses can realize what an undertaking it was to 
convert a large building, intended for a school house, into a hospital, in 
a few weeks. First, it was necessary to make a list of supplies needed 
for the operating room ; beds, linen, ward supplies, diet kitchen, medicines 
all of which was done in the little hospital. Then came the work of buy- 
ing these supplies and arranging them in their places. As our hospital 
had only forty beds, we could not supply as many things as were neces- 
sary for the Ambulance, but we did our best, and every little helps. We 
loaned our two dressing carts (for months we carried our dressings on a 
tray from the kitchen), bath tubs, beds, pillows, instruments, rubber goods, 
and everything that could possibly be spared from our hospital. We did 
all the sterilizing until a new sterilizer was installed, and all the laundry 
work until the Ambulance grew so large that we were unable to do it. 
Even now our' laundry works both day and night, and as my room was 
near it, I became accustomed to the sound of the machinery and could 
always tell when they had forgotten to oil it. But even machinery refuses to 
work day and night without a rest, so we were compelled to stop it one night 
a week. We also supplied the medicine for a few months, until a pharmacy 
was organized. As it was a surgical hospital it did not require much. 

The nurses of our hospital also did their part. Miss Rude gave all 
her extra time, as she was unable to leave our hospital. Miss Doane, our 
operating room nurse, has been in charge of the operating room at the 
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Ambulance since it opened, and is still there. Miss Fogarty, Miss Johnston, 
Miss Powers and Miss Beel nursed there for some time, as we were not very 
busy in our hospital, — the Americans were leaving Paris as quickly as 
possible and did not have time to be sick. They were thinking only of 
getting home. 

Our pupil nurses, class of 1916, were also enthusiastic workers. Miss 
Pulford and Miss de Cairos assisted in the operating room when we opened 
it, Miss Wodhams and Miss Haase were on night duty and later Miss 
Hjelm was night nurse in the operating room, as we found it difficult to 
have the work finished before midnight and I did not care to have our two 
pupil nurses remain so late on duty each night. Miss Isabelle de Cairos was 
on day duty. Each pupil nurse was on duty for four months, besides the 
extra time they gave while in our hospital. The members of the class of 
1917, consisting of Misses Valentine, Connolly, Marchand, Sharpin, and 
Wright, have each nursed four months at the Ambulance, especially in the 
operating room. 

I was very pleased with the work done by both classes, as they were 
young both in years and experience, but they proved of great assistance 
to the graduate nurses in their difficult work, and I hope they will be as 
successful in their future work. 

During the first few months the work was most difficult, for we had 
not the proper supplies, only one small gas stove to sterilize all the in- 
struments for the dressings and such a long distance to walk to get the sup- 
plies from the operating room. It reminded us of our probation days. 

Even the superintendent of nurses did not have an office, only a desk 
in the hall, and after two or three months a small room, only large enough 
for a desk and two chairs, was partitioned off a dark corner of the hall. 
It always reminded me of the box that contains a Punch and Judy show. 
But no matter what it resembled or how inconvenient it was for the nurses, 
it did not prevent them from doing the work that has been so much ap- 
preciated by their patients. 

Although there were not enough nurses and the weather was warm, 
these things were forgotten when the wounded arrived after the battle 
of the Marne. No one could think of herself in those days and I can 
never forget what these nurses have done. After working hard all day, 
the wounded would arrive in the evening, and I have seen them many 
times at 2 a. m. still busy in the wards, some remaining on duty all night 
with operative cases who could not be left alone, and yet they would be 
in their places in the morning. 

With the taking over of the Ambulance by the Red Cross, the nurses 
who had been working in Paris were replaced by Red Cross nurses from 
the United States. 



